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Transmissions and Musical Characteristics of the
Im Bang-ul Danga ‘“Honamga”

Seo, Jeong-min*

Honamga is a danga (a short song before a pansori performance) that became famous after Im Bang-ul sang
it in the 1920s and 30s. This danga was later handed down by his student Shin Pyeong-il, as well as many
master singers such as Park Song-hui, Oh Jeong-suk, and Seong Chang-sun. Therefore, I looked into the editorial
and musical characteristics of the Honamga danga, focusing on three types of music sources including Im
Bang-ul’s Columbia, Okeh, and National Gugak Center recordings. I also compared the sounds of Shin Pyeong-il,
Oh Jeong-suk, Park Song-hui, Seong Chang-sun and how they changed as they were passed down.

Im Bang-ul's Honamga danga is a Shin Jae-hyo edition of saseol (lyric or narrative of pansori.l), which was
developed by way of visiting around 50 places in Honam province. The danga Im sang at the National Gugak
Center was similar to Shin Jae-hyo’s edition of saseol, but the songs from the Columbia andOkeh recordings
removed 14 areas from Jeongeup to Nampyeong. In terms of musical aspects, all three recordings contain
differences in rhythm, melody, and buchimsae (lyric-thythm connection). Honamga was transformed as it was
passed down. Comparing the sounds of Shin Pyeong-il, Oh Jeong-suk, Park Song-hui, and Seong Chang-sun
shows changes in saseol, thythm, melody, and buchimsae. The saseol of three singers (Shin Pyeong-il, Oh
Jeong-suk andSeong Chang-sun) conincide with the Columbia and Okeh recordings although some changes were
made. Whereas the saseol of Park Song-hui is more closely aligned with the National Gugak Center recording.
Four singers handed down the bass and melody of Columbia and Okeh recordings. Similar uses of buchimsae
also exist, although with some variation. In sum, in can be seen that Im Bang-ul's Honamga danga was passed
down to singers such as Shin Pyeong-il, Oh Jeong-suk, Park Song-hui, and Seong Chang-sun among others. In

some cases, saseol was added and changed, as well as musical tone, melody and buchimsae was transformed.

[key words] Im Bang-ul, Danga, Honamga, Okeh and Columbia Records
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* Post—doctorate at Hanyang University, Dept. of Korean Traditional Music



